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Generosity of heart makes us like God and 
the Fatherôs generosity makes all things  

possible  
 

November 22, 2009      $24,636 
 

November 29. 2009      $24,366 

Stewardship:  
I do not lend, I give.  Hasnôt the Good God been the first to give to me? 

       St. John Vianney, Patron Saint of Priests. 

Please Remember in Your Prayers  

Those who are sick, especiallyééé. 

Maureen Casey 

Michael Eastin 

Glenda Horne 

George Kerslarger 

Mary Burns 

Sandy Noll 

Rick Stephens 

Theresa Smith 

Joyce Smith 

Nathan Scholl 

Sharon Ellerd 

Those born to eternal life, especiallyéé.. 
 

 Gerard Sciorilli Robert Fogle 

Stewardship of Time 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Welcome to Our Lady of Joy Catholic Church!  Please 

register in the parish library located in the parish office 

after any morning Mass.  For any other information (480) 

488-2229. 

Medical Professionals 
Anyone who is a medical professional should check in 

with the ushers when you arrive at Mass.  Your generosity 

is appreciated should a medical emergency occur during 

Mass.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

The anointing of the sick is administered to bring spiritual 
and even physical strength during an illness or especially 
near the time of death.  A parishioner who is in need of the 
Sacraments of healing, if possible should call personally or 
have an immediate family member call the parish office to 
schedule a priest to visit.  The sacrament conveys several 
graces and imparts gifts of strengthening by the Holy 
Spirit against anxiety, discouragement, temptation and 
conveys peace and fortitude.  As soon as one feels the 
effects of age, illness or the nearness of death, the time for 
the sacrament has already arrived.    

Prayer Intentions and Requests 
If you would like to be remembered in prayer, please call 

the parish office with the name of family members who 

are ill and whom you wish to be remembered in prayer. 

In order to respect rights to privacy, these names must be 

given by a family member.  It is the responsibility of 

the person requesting a name on the list to update  the 

parish office list, every two weeks.  If we do not hear 

from you, the assumption is that person has recovered 

sufficiently to be taken off the Prayer List.  Continuing 

prayer for those we love is very important for all 

involved, therefore we ask that you call the Parish Office 

(480) 488-2229, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. so we may provide a current prayer list. 

Religious Education 

Religious education students enrolled in grades 1 thru 6 

meet Monday or Wednesday in the parish hall beginning 

in September and end in April.  

     Monday        Wednesday   

  Grades 1-8    or        Grades 1-3  

6:30-7:45 p.m      4:15ð5:45 p.m. 
 

The Junior High Program for 7th and 8th graders meet 

weekly on Monday nights in the Teen Center. 
 

Tuesday Night Teens meet each Tuesday in the Teen 

Center from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
 

If you have any questions regarding these programs please 

contact Jill Pavlovsky at (480) 346-3042. 

Norms for Receiving Holy Communion 
 

Only Catholics who are not conscious of grave sin and 

have fasted for one hour may be admitted to Holy 

Communion.  Catholics who have need to take 

medicine with food would not be obligated by the 

ordinary norm.  

Holy Day of Obligation 

This is a Reminder to all that Tuesday, December 

8th 2009 is a Holy Day of Obligation.  We will 

gather to Worship God in thanksgiving for the Father's 

gift of preserving the Blessed Virgin Mary at the 

moment of conception from Original Sin.  The Vigil 

Mass on Monday, will take place at 5pm.  Masses 

on Tuesday the 8th will be at 8am and at 7pm.   

Doctrinally, the Church holds that the Glorious Virgin 

Mary, Mother of God, through the working of a 

singular prevenient grace of the divine power, was 

never subject to original sin and was always immune 

from original and actual sin, holy and immaculate, 

which is in accord with what is celebrated by the 

liturgy of the Church, with the Catholic faith with 

sound seasoning and Holy Scripture.  



 

 

.. 

Prayer for Priests 

Heavenly Father, during this Year for Priests, please bless the Diocese of Phoenix with the grace of many vocations to the 

priesthood from our parish.  May our patroness, The Mother of God, under the title, Our Lady of Joy, always intercede for 

us and give those called, courage and trust that Her Son, our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ will always strengthen them as 

the source of all joy.  May our priests serve the people of God in fidelity and gratitude.  We ask this through your Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit.  Amen  

Dear Parish Family: 
 

The past week, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict 

XVI reflected upon the meaning of the word 

Advent.  I thought I would share his reflection with 

you in this 2nd week of Advent.   
 

Pope Benedict XVI writes, "Christians used the 

word, óAdventô to express their relationship with 

Jesus. ... The meaning of the expression advent 

also includes that of 'visitatio', ... a visit, which in 

this case means a visit from God: He enters my life 

and wishes to address Himself to me". 

  

"In daily life we all know the experience of having 

little time for the Lord, and little time for 

ourselves. We end up becoming absorbed by 

'doing'. Is it not often true that it is activity itself 

that possesses us, society with its multiple 

distractions that monopolizes our attention? Is it 

not true that we dedicate a lot of time to 

entertainment and leisure activities of various 

kinds?" 
 

"Advent, this potent liturgical period we have 

entered, invites us to remain silent as we come to 

appreciate a presence. It is an invitation to 

understand that the individual events of the day are 

signs God addresses to us, signs of the care He has 

for each of us. How often does God make us aware 

of some aspect of His love! To maintain what we 

might call an 'inner diary' of this love would be a 

beautiful and rewarding task in our lives. Advent 

invites us and encourages us to contemplate the 

living Lord. Should not the certainty of His 

presence help us to see the world with different 

eyes?" 
 

The Holy Father goes on: "Another fundamental 

aspect of Advent is that of waiting: a wait that is, at 

the same time, a hope. ... Hope marks the journey 

of humankind, but for Christians it is enlivened by 

a certainty: the Lord is present in the events of our 

lives, He accompanies us and will one day dry our 

tears. One not-far-distant day everything will reach 

fulfillment in the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom 

of justice and peace. 

"Yet", he added, "there are many different ways to 

wait. It seems that if the present time is not filled 

with meaning, the wait risks becoming unbearable. If 

we await something, but at this moment have 

nothing - in other words, if the present is empty - 

then every passing instant seems exaggeratedly long 

and the wait becomes an over-heavy burden because 

the future remains too uncertain. When, on the other 

hand, time has meaning and at every instant we 

perceive something specific and valid, then the joy 

of waiting makes the present richer". 
 

The Holy Father encourages us as Christôs faithful to 

"intensely live the present, where we already obtain 

the gifts of the Lord. We live projected towards the 

future, a future charged with hope". The Messiah, 

"coming among us, brought us and continues to 

bring us the gift of His love and His salvation. He is 

present among us and speaks to us in many ways: in 

Sacred Scripture, in the liturgical year, in the saints, 

in the events of daily life, in all creation, which 

changes its appearance depending upon whether [we 

see Him] behind it or whether [we see it] shrouded in 

the fog of an uncertain origin and uncertain future". 
 

"We in our turn", Pope Benedict concluded, "can 

address Him, present Him the sufferings that afflict 

us, the impatience and the questions that arise in our 

hearts. We are certain that He always listens to us! 

And if Jesus is present, then there can be no 

meaningless or empty time. If He is present we can 

continue to hope, even when others can no longer 

offer us their support, even when the present 

becomes burdensome". 
 

Please know of my prayers for you during this Holy 

Season.  Letôs press on toward our goal of holiness 

and sanctity in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Patrick Farley 
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No 

Religious Education Classes  

or  

Tuesday Teen Night 

until the week of   

January 4, 2010 

 

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 

 

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD ELVES  
 

ñSharing Christmas with a Childò is a 

Stewardship project demonstrating 

Godôs love through gift filled 

shoeboxes that the children in our 

parish have filled. What we need now 

is help getting them all wrapped so they 

can be delivered on time. 
 

If you would like to get into the Christmas spirit early 

please come and help us wrap. All you have to do is 

show up we have paper, scissors, and tape.  
 

When: Friday, December 11, 2009 at 9 a.m. 

Where: Our Lady of Joyï Parish Hall 
 

If you would like to participate please contact: Eileen 

Balser at (480) 502-5850 or ebalser@cox.net 

Parking Attendants Wanted 

Christmas Eve!  
 

We are looking for some to help with parking for 

our 2 Christmas Eve Masses at 4:00pm & 4:05pm 

on December 24.  This is a great service hours 

opportunity for teens.  Teens helping must be at 

least age 12. E-mail Kay Langdon at 

liturgy@oloj.org if you are able to help. 

Parochial School Students 
Our Lady of Joy Catholic Parish 

Sacramental Preparation 

Students, grades 3-8, who need sacramental 

preparation to receive sacraments this spring need to 

be registered for our Sacramental Prep program by 

January 4, 2010.  Third graders are being prepared 

for First Confession, Confirmation, and First 

Eucharist.  All older students are encouraged to 

complete their sacraments of initiation if they have 

not already done so.  Confirmation is sometimes 

incorrectly referred to as a sacrament of Christian 

maturity.  It is actually a special outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit which brings an increase and deepening 

of baptismal grace ï it seals our baptism.  Donôt wait 

ï sign up now. 

 

     Church History Program 
 

No classes for the remainder of  December.  Class 

resumes Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. when 

we continue studying the Crusaders and Scholars of 

the 11th ï 13th Centuries. 

St. Ambrose Catholic 
Books and Gifts 

 

is now open for your 
Holiday Purchases. 

 

Come in and see our latest selection of 

Catholic Books, Advent materials, 

Nativities  

and  

Christmas Card Assortment. 




